
Meeting held on June 11th 2019 

in the Community Centre at 7.00 pm   
  

 
1. Present: Helen Keating (HK, Chair), Danny Alderslowe (DA), Peter Cailey (PC), Robert Dodds 
(RD) Suzette Harris (SH), Jack Pickthall (JP), Fiona Power (FP), Nigel Scott (NS), Francois van der 
Zee (FZ), Councillor Pauline Drysdale (PD), Sgt Colin Scott.. 
Also: Alison Veitch, Sue Miller, Mike Paul and Ken Smyth.  
Apologies were received from David Richmond, Councillor Dougie Campbell. 
 
2. Public Forum: (i) Alison Veitch (Low Creoch Farm) reported that campervans have started to 
park overnight in the Knocktinkle viewpoint on the Laurieston Road, campers often leaving rubbish 
behind, using farm fields as a toilet and leaving stock gates open. We will report this to Gavin Scott 
of the Murray Usher Foundation, which owns the site, asking them to re-erect a ‘No overnight 
camping’ sign and monitor the situation. 
(ii) Mike Paul and Sue Miller, Treasurer and Secretary of Gatehouse of Fleet Community Centre 
attended to speak about the condition of the Community Centre. It is an old building that is difficult 
and expensive to maintain but they plan to seek funding for a phased programme of external and 
internal works, the first of which will be re-rendering of the outside before the winter, followed by 
external painting and car park repairs as funds become available. The roof is their main concern in 
the longer term. The Community Council will write letters of support that can be submitted to 
potential funders (including the Murray Usher Foundation).  It would be helpful if other bodies that 
use the Centre also wrote in support. DA said that the Drop-in Centre would write. PD and others 
suggested various other potential funding or advisory bodies, eg SoSEP (South of Scotland 
Economic Partnership), Andrew Ward of the Creetown Initiative, Third Sector, Biosphere, National 
Lottery, Glasgow Galloway Association. 
(iii) Ken Smyth spoke to the meeting about the Gatehouse website. The main problem is that 
participating groups have not been submitting notices or updating their information, so it has 
become out of date. A new website is currently being constructed and he hopes to form a small 
team to run it, with restricted editorial and administration rights given to selected individuals or 
groups so that they can update their own information. It is hoped that there will be improved linkage 
to social media, eg the Gatehouse News Facebook page, so that information is more current. He 
would like to see the Contacts Page reinstated. It is planned that the Newsletter will be published 
more regularly, with up to six issues a year. Ken is asking organisations to get in touch with him in 
the meantime to update their pages and sections on the current website. 
 
3. Police Report: Sgt Scott reported that (i) Police had carried out road traffic controls in 
conjunction with DVLA on 10th and 12th May in the Castle Douglas and Newton Stewart areas, 
with a total of 36 vehicles stopped and several prohibitions issued, mainly with regard to exhaust, 
glass and other modifications, tyre and tax offences. (ii) Crime Reports: There have been two 
separate unrelated domestic abuse reports, both of which resulted in custody outcomes; Disturbance 
of  nesting birds (seagulls) on the Murray Isles by visiting fishermen was reported – judged as non-
intentional so no offence recorded. Police are aware of speeding cars and tractors in Gatehouse  
trees and are continuing to monitor this. (iii) Phone-scamming is a pernicious and Scotland-wide 
crime and it is important to warn local residents about this; yellow warning cards still available for 



shops and windows. (iv)  Rural Watch, similar to Neighbourhood Watch, is to be set up in areas 
such as ours. 
SH showed Sgt Scott photographs taken at ~8.45 am over the past few days of hazardous parking 
on the pavement outside the school involving a parent/carer and council vans. Drivers refused to 
move their vehicles. SH has notified D&G Council; PD will also report this and Police will 
monitor. SH and HK reported that Tony Topping, Leader of Network Strategy and Road Safety at 
D&G Council has replied to their enquiry about the extension of the zig-zag lines outside the 
school, explaining why these lines will not be extended (to be reviewed in 1 year). 
 
4. D&G Council Report: (i) PD reported that the recent Youth Night in Kirkcudbright, attended by 
young people from Gatehouse, had been a great success, with 90 attending. The success of this 
event has prompted D&G Council to commit to having greater involvement in future. Weekly 
activity nights are planned for Wednesday evenings in Kirkcudbright and it is hoped that events 
might also be planned for smaller communities in future. (ii) PD highlighted that discretionary grant 
funding is available from D&G Council for special events and festivities in smaller communities 
(can be applied for online from ‘Area Committee Discretionary Budget’ for Stewartry). 
 
5. Minutes of the previous meeting: acceptance was proposed by JP, seconded by SH.  
 
6. Matters arising: Clock Tower fountain: SH reported that D&G Council (approached via Cllr 
Dougie Campbell) is unwilling to fund reinstatement of the fountain; Gatehosue Development 
Initiative (GDI) to be approached; Sustrans would have contributed but this would have been 
insufficient alone to meet costs. HK thanked SH for her hard work in pursuing this. Other matters 
arising covered above and below.  
 

7. Election of Provost: HK described the duties of the Provost and asked that Council members 
consider this position, suggesting that the Provost and Chair roles could be separated. Meanwhile it 
was agreed that members would take turns to chair meetings until the AGM in October. 
 
8. Dean of Guild: FP reported that the following applications have been granted unconditionally: 
(i) 9 Catherine Street for alterations including replacement window, roof-light and door on SE 
(front) elevation and erection of extension to NW (rear) elevation; (ii) 25 Catherine Street for 
erection of extension to NW (rear) elevation. New applications received: (iii) internal alterations to 
dining room area at the Murray Arms Hotel; (iv) siting of four student bothies and installation of 
shared septic tank and soakaway at Littleton Farm (these are for farm apprentices, who are usually 
too young to drive, so require accommodation).  
 
9. Treasurer's report: PC reported that the Admin account stands at £531 and the Common Good 
Fund at £1048 (Big Lit shortly to receive £250 of this). 
 
10. Town questionnaire: Members of the Community Council met on 28th May to discuss the 
questionnaire and continued their discussions at this meeting. HK had produced a draft response 
and this was discussed at length. HK has (i) had a meeting with Cllr Dougie Campbell about the old 
garage site; (ii) made Community Council Enquiry Service (CCES) submissions to D&G Council 
about grass cutting, the seat at the Fleet bridge, the state of the High Street pavement, the fencing 
between the Rutherford Hall and the Fleet footbridge, and street lighting in Bracken Wood; (iii) 
approached owners of wheelie bins left outside properties in the High Street asking for them to be 
removed after uplift (and was assured they would be taken away); (iv) made initial enquiries 
regarding the town’s defibrillators; (v) sought a quote for a new noticeboard at the Clock Tower. 
Parking in the town was discussed at length and it was suggested that the Community Centre car 
park might be used as overflow parking, with signage erected. 
 
 



13. AOCB: (i) HK read out a letter that had been received from Energysunny Ltd, owners of the old 
garage site, explaining that the Stephen Forrest Charitable Trust do not own the site, but would be 
beneficiaries of any return from the site’s development. They say that the site is ready for 
development (though there has been ‘little progress in selling the plots’) and refute claims recently 
reported in the Galloway News that the site is prone to flooding. 
(ii) HK has received a request from Wigtown Community Council for volunteers to sit on an appeal 
committee regarding a planning complaint. 
(iii) FP has been approached by Tony Fowler for information and possible support regarding 
formation of a pavement outside his house, ‘East View’ in Castramont Road, because he has safety 
concerns. Apparently there has never been a pavement there and members felt it wasn’t appropriate 
for the Community Council to be involved in requesting a new pavement be built. 
(iv) DA flagged up the ‘Midsummer Music’ event taking place 21st to 23rd June, with a Youth 
Showcase on the Saturday morning. 
(v) SH is looking forward to meeting with like-minded people with regard to ‘greening’ Gatehouse. 
She has already asked the Mill to make their coffee grounds available for composting and suggested 
a notice be put up banning the dumping of non-recyclable items in the main car park recycling area.  
Local shops are considering the use of paper rather than plastic bags. 
(vi) FZ would like to pursue closer working of the Community Council with the Gatehouse 
Development Initiative. FZ and SH attend GDI meetings at present. He also believes that the 
promotion of tourism in Gatehouse needs a more coordinated approach. DA suggested a subgroup 
could be formed to discuss this. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 

 
Next meetings:  July 9th, August 13th, September 10th September 
 
 

 


