
Meeting held on April 9th 2019 

               in the Community Centre at 7.0 pm   
  

 
Present: Provost Sue Best (SB), Peter Cailey (PC), Suzette Harris (SH), Helen Keating (HK), 
 Jack Pickthall (JP), Fiona Power (FP), David Richmond (DR), Nigel Scott (NS),  
 Francois van der Zee (FZ), Councillor Pauline Drysdale (PD), PC Chloe Ellis. 
Also Robert Dodds, Susan Hind and Carolanne Cairnie.  
 
1. Apologies were received from Danny Alderslowe 
 

2. Co-option: it was proposed by the Provost, seconded by Nigel Scott and agreed unanimously that 
Robert Dodds should be co-opted onto the Community Council and was welcomed. 
 

3. Public Forum: Susan Hind and Carolanne Cairnie discussed, with photographs and a video 
presentation, the serious concerns of parents of children at the school over the issue of road safety 
around the school area. It appears that the original plans for speed limits drawn up by the D&G 
Council representatives have now been modified (with no information sent to the CC.)  They have 
been told that during the school holidays two ‘sleeping policemen’ will be installed in the road to 
slow down traffic, but they would like two bollards installed to stop people parking on the 
pavement, which impairs drivers’ vision of children crossing the road. The children, with the 
encouragement of the Headmaster, will be active in drawing the attention of drivers to the problem, 
handing out leaflets and showing a large banner. The problem will increase during the coming 
months with the greater movement of timber lorries down the road. PD promised to follow up the 
problem with the appropriate D&G Council representatives. 
 

4. Police Report: (i) PC Ellis reported a theft from a jacket at Carney’s Corner, a charge of assault 
and a theft from a car. (ii) She also reminded us that there will be a Drop-in session at 
Kirkcudbright Police Station on May 1st at 2  - 4 pm.   
 

5. D&G Council report: (i)  PD reported that active steps are being taken in Kirkcudbright to meet 
14-18 year-old young people to provide the opportunity for discussions and activities. She 
announced that there is a quantity of sports equipment available that is to be divided between 
youngsters in Kirkcudbright and Gatehouse (with ongoing discussions with Sarah-Leigh Cain) to 
give them useful physical activity. iii)  Fencing has been acquired for the Play Park.  (iv) Robert 
Lowther is following up the question of the state of the trees in Garries Park, with a full survey 
planned and possible clearance work in the autumn. (v) She drew attention to the new system for 
reporting pot-holes (or ‘surface damage’!) to D&G Council, with a contact form on the front page 
of the D&G Council web-site. With the approval of the police, she had taken a video of the state of 
the roads, which has been sent to the Scottish Parliament. (vi) Members recorded their 
dissatisfaction over the time taken to reply to CCES complaints.  
 

6. Minutes of the previous meeting: acceptance was proposed by SH, seconded by PC.  
 

7. Matters rising: The town survey forms have now been collected and the replies are in the 
process of being collated, the results of which will be sent to members in due course. It was 
pleasing that 80 people had filled in the forms, as opposed to 60 for the last survey.  
 
 



18 Provost's report: (i) SB read a letter from Elaine Harper, MSP, about the possible method of 
collecting dog poo and converting it into methane to be used to light a gas lamp, but it was felt that 
this would be impracticable in Gatehouse.  (HK to reply.)  (ii) SB asked if there was anyone likely 
to attend the meeting in Glasgow on May 11th on ‘Planning Democracy.’ HK will contact the 
Stewartry Community Council Network to ask if any members from there would be going.   
 

9. Dean of Guild: FP reported that the following applications have been granted: (i)  the erection of 
two dwelling houses at 6-8 Roseberry Terrace, alterations at 10, Garden Street, and the installation 
of 8 holiday pods (to be clad in wood) at Laggan. 
Ongoing applications include (i) the installation of 33 instead of 31 UPVC replacement windows at 
Woodlyn (ii) no news yet of permission for change of use of Bank House ground floor to 
community facility/sales area and storage, (iv) no news of application for the siting of 3 static 
caravans and 5 lodges at Mossyard Caravan Park. 
(v) The erection of an extension to the south-east elevation of the reception building at Sandgreen 
Caravan Park has been granted. (vi) Environmental Health has no objections to the change of use 
from shop/tea room to shop/cafe with associated hot food takeaway at the Rutherford Hall. 
(vii) New applications include that for 30 additional static caravans at Auchenlarie Holiday Park 
and (viii) internal alterations and installation of 2 replacement timber doors and boiler flue on front 
elevation and extractor fan on rear elevation of 12-14 High Street. 
 

10. Treasurer's report: The Admin account stands at £268 and the Common Good Fund at £398. 
£25 will be sent to the Stewartry Community Council Network towards the cost of running the 
forum. 
 

11. Clock Tower water: SH reported on the continuing investigation into the possibility of 
restoring the water fountain at the Clock Tower.  Councillor Dougie Campbell has suggested that 
the GDI should be asked to be involved as, since they are a registered charity, they would be able to 
apply for the necessary grants (|SH is attending a meeting with the National Lottery.)  The water 
will need to be tested regularly and insurance will be required. It was agreed that an application for 
Asset Transfer of the Clock Tower to the CC would be too expensive and too great a responsibility 
for the CC to take on. 
SH had also attended the open meeting organised by D&G Council to ask for the assistance of the 
local population in street cleaning etc. (!) She said that D&G Council are aware of the contributions 
already made to the town spaces by the GDI volunteers. 
 

12 AOCB: (i) FZ asked if there would be any possibility of parking the vehicles in Garries Park 
when the Charity Tractor Run comes to the town in May. SB will discuss the possibility with 
Robert Lowther.  
(ii) JP expressed his disgust that the substation at Boreland Wood was still not finished.   
(iii) DR asked about the D&G Council request for rating of the footpath works in the High Street. 
SB will report the concerns about the damage to buildings and lack of clearing of gullies etc.  
 
   There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 

 
Next meetings:     May 14th, June 11th , July 9th 

 
 

 


