
Meeting held on May 14th 2019 

in the Community Centre at 7.00 pm   
  

 
1. Present: Provost Sue Best (SB), Danny Alderslowe (DA), Peter Cailey (PC), Suzette Harris 
(SH), Helen Keating (HK),  Jack Pickthall (JP), Fiona Power (FP), David Richmond (DR), Nigel 
Scott (NS), Francois van der Zee (FZ), Councillor Dougie Campbell (DC). 
Also Susan Hind and Carolanne Cairnie.  
 
Apologies were received from Robert Dodds, PC John Brown. 
 
2. Public Forum: (i) Susan Hind described the measures that have been taken to mitigate road 
safety concerns around the school. The children have been actively campaigning by preparing a 
banner and also a leaflet about the dangers of parking on the pavement. PC John Brown is 
monitoring parking at the school and the issue will also be highlighted in the Galloway News this 
week.  Ideally, concerned parents would like to see an extension of the zig-zags but this would need 
to go out to consultation. (ii) Related to traffic around school, NS and residents in Riverbank are 
questioning whether the chicane marked out on Dromore Road is different from the one outlined in 
2018 plans; also the addition of lugs with 6-inch kerbs at the junction of Riverbank and Dromore 
Road (making the junction too narrow to allow passage of more than one car) presents an 
obstruction to larger vehicles and might also lead to drivers using Riverbank as a rat-run. SB to 
check plans with Tony Topping and also query how far the ‘no-parking’ markings will extend up 
Dromore Road as this is heavily used by residents of Riverbank outwith working hours. 
 
3. Police Report: PC Brown submitted a written report. (i) Speeder reported on the A75;  report of 
youths hanging around outside the Spar but addressed and resolved to complainant’s satisfaction; 
and a report of an attempted theft from a works vehicle. (ii) There will be a Drop-in session at 
Kirkcudbright Police Station on June 7th from 15.00 to 16.30.  (iii) Police Scotland is changing the 
way it handles 999 and 101 calls so that front-line staff will make a dynamic assessment of threat, 
risk, harm and vulnerability of the caller when contacted, so taking into greater account the needs 
and circumstances of the caller. If a call is non-urgent, advice and guidance may be provided over 
the phone, through a personal appointment or by referral to a partner agency for specialist support. 
This is being rolled out in Dumfries and Galloway in early summer. There will be no change to how 
the Police should be contacted however (still use 999 or 101). (iv) A ‘Scam Marshal scheme’ is 
being launched by National Trading Standards so that people who have experienced being scammed 
can help to raise awareness and support others (application requests to Stewartry community police 
team. (v) There have been a number of reports of drivers of agricultural vehicles using a mobile 
phone while driving and speeding – police monitoring this throughout May. 
 
4. D&G Council Report: (i)  DC reported on a meeting of the Economy, Environment and 
Infrastructure (EEI) Committee on 14.05.19 to discuss the ‘Waste Management and Operational 
Development Report’ (available on Dumfries and Galloway Council website). DC provided some 
historical background about the Eco Deco plant, Shanks and Renewi and their buyout that has led to 
waste management being brought back in-house; also changing recycling targets of the Scottish 
Government (including new Deposit Return Service for plastic and glass bottles) and the results of 
the Wigtownshire pilot. The EEI Committee favour a three-wheelie-bin solution, with general waste 



collected on week 1, paper/card on week 2, general waste again on week 3 and metal/plastic on 
week 4. Glass will continue to be recycled as at present. Current recycling centres to remain open. 
Smaller bins will be available on request and bags provided for households unsuitable for bins. This 
scheme will be subject to approval at the EEI Committee meeting on 02.07.19 and after community 
consultation and it is hoped to be operational by September/October this year. Discussed difficulties 
with implementing Deposit Return Scheme in rural areas and for small retail outlets with limited 
storage capacity. (ii) HK highlighted CC survey comments about inconsistency of planning with 
regard to uPVC replacement windows and DC agreed that some look identical to timber windows. 
(iii) DA expressed disappointment at the recent increase in bus fares, which disproportionately 
affects the young. DC reported that the Council’s £30k anti-poverty funding is to be focussed on 
young people and that their difficulties with rural transport will be one target for this funding. 
 
5. Minutes of the previous meeting: acceptance was proposed by FZ, seconded by DR.  
 
6. Matters rising: None that are not addressed above or below.  
 
 

7. Provost's report and correspondence: (i) SB noted that there will be a Third-Sector Dumfries 
and Galloway Stewartry Drop-in Session in Kirkcudbright Community Centre on 28.05.19 from 
10.00 to 13.00; DA and SH attended a similar session in Twynholm and found it very useful for 
funding and support ideas. 
 
8. Dean of Guild: FP reported that the following applications have been granted: (i) installation of 
8 holiday pods at Laggan; (ii) installation of 33 uPVC windows at Woodlyn, Castramont Road; (iii) 
change of use to community facility/sales area and storage at ground floor of Bank House (1 High 
Street); (iv) change of use of land to form extension for 30 additional static caravans at Auchenlarie 
Holiday Park; (v) change of use from shop/tea room to shop/cafe at the Rutherford Hall; (vi) 
internal alterations and siting of two extractor fans and a boiler flue on rear elevation at 12-14 High 
Street; (vii) siting of 3 static caravans and 5 lodges at Mossyard Caravan Park. New applications 
received: (viii) 9 Catherine Street for alterations including replacement window, roof-light and door 
on SE (front) elevation and erection of extension to NW (rear) elevation; (ix) 25 Catherine Street 
for erection of extension to NW (rear) elevation. 
 
9. Treasurer's report: PC reported that the Admin account stands at £571 and the Common Good 
Fund at £1048. JP asked if we could generate more funds but, as non-charitable organisations, 
Community Councils can’t apply for grant funding. Suggested we work more closely with 
Gatehouse Development Initiative, be represented in their meetings and request they find funding 
for the Community Council in future. 
 
10. Town questionnaire: the town to be commended on and thanked for good response rate (88 
forms and 2 extra submissions). Discussed responses to Question 1 (regarding attractiveness and 
cleanliness of the town) at length, the main complaints being about the old garage site at the top of 
the town, the wooden planters, wheelie bins being left outside houses and businesses, the 
Community Centre railings, the archway to the Mill and the parking on High Street. Possible 
actions to remedy some of these were discussed but it was decided to meet separately to discuss the 
questionnaire more fully (first meeting 28.05.19) so that a comprehensive response and useful 
report and action plan can be drawn up.   
 
11. Stewartry Community Council Network (SCCN) report: HK and FP attended meeting on 
08.05.19. (i) Chair (John Enos, Borgue CC) had made representation to the Stewartry Area 
Committee (SAC) about the state of our smaller rural roads and about lack of recycling, the top two 
concerns of people in our communities, but he was not encouraged by their response. The meeting 
decided to continue to lobby the SAC on this, highlighting how timber lorries and large agricultural 



vehicles are damaging roads vital for residents and for green tourism (eg cycling); also to complain 
about the poor quality and oversight of road and pavement repairs, which are now outsourced. To 
lobby Sustrans and MSP about this. (ii) Community Council Enquiry Service staff at the meeting 
suggested we continue to invite ward workers to our CC meetings and will clarify whether or not 
CCs need to register with the Information Commissioner’s Office. 
 
12. Clock Tower fountain: SH put in a request to the Community Council Enquiry Service about 
ownership of the Tower and they confirmed that it belonged to D&G Council and would need full 
planning permission and listed building consent for any changes such as reinstating a working water 
spout. She reported that the National Lottery wouldn’t fund this unless we owned the Tower; also 
no money is available in this region from Foundation Scotland. Sustrans would fund capital costs 
up to £750 (but not running costs) as it lies on their cycling route #7. GDI might also be approached 
for capital funding. The Community Council would have to pay for water and testing if it was 
reinstated.  
 
13. AOCB: (i) DA reported that a recent beach clean at Sandgreen had only found 1 can, a massive 
improvement; (ii) FP attended the Planning Democracy conference in Glasgow on 11.05.19 and 
will report back at a future meeting; (iii) HK drew attention to a new petition by Finlay Carson MP 
about potholes (can be signed at https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/a75-and-a77-pothole-
petition); (iv) Sue Best announced that she is resigning as Chair of the Community Council and as 
Provost with immediate effect. HK and other members expressed their understanding of, but deep 
regret at this decision and commended her for her huge service to the Community Council and town 
over many years. 
 
   There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 

 
Next meetings: June 11th , July 9th, August 13th 

 
 

 


